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Review: 'The Secret Garden' at Zellerbach Wins

Thumbs Up

Here's one opera that appealed to 10-year-olds – an adaptation of Frances Hodgson

Burnett's 1910 novel, presented by Cal Performances and the San Francisco Opera at

Zellerbach Hall through March 10.
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By Caroline Crawford

Bay City News Service 

The 10-year-olds sitting in front of me at Berkeley's Zellerbach Hall on Friday for

the new opera "The Secret Garden'' not only stayed awake during the performance;

they gave it a thumbs up.

Commissioned by San Francisco Opera Director David Gockley and presented

together with Cal Performances, "Secret Garden'' is based on Frances Hodgson

Burnett's 1910 novel every child of a certain age remembers.

The tale is about a pampered and unpleasant 10-year-old British girl who is shipped

from India to an uncle in England when her parents, who have been indifferent to

her upbringing, die.



Carey Harrison's succinct libretto tells the story simply: Mary Lennox is taken off to

a morbid mansion in England, runs into an invalided cousin named Colin and comes

to life in an abandoned garden that becomes a passion.

Subscribe " (/)

Composer Nolan Gasser's score doesn't have much in the way of tunes to go home

with and touches only briefly on the darker side of the story, but the music travels

lithely from the rhythms of India to the North of England, and the children's music

carries the narrative clearly. Sara Jobin, who has conducted another of Gockley's

"family operas," "The Little Prince,'' and other works for San Francisco Opera, drew

lush sound from the 10-player orchestra.

The opera is a new wrinkle on a good story that already has many stage and musical

adaptations, and Naomie Kremer's settings with video overlays are magical, with

eye-catching animations stirring in lush projections.

Jose Maria Condemi's staging helps to sort out the somewhat complicated story. It is

hardly reasonable to expect the perfectly spoiled Mary Lennox to achieve perfect

happiness at the end of the opera or the invalid Colin and his emotionally crippled

father to come to terms with everything as they do, yet it is all quite believable.

Sarah Shafer sings the role of Mary vividly, well supported by a cast made up largely

of Adler Fellows, including Ao Li, Laura Krumm, Marina Harris, Erin Johnson, and a

robust-voiced Philippe Sly as Mary's uncle (he will appear in the SFO summer

production of "Cosi fan tutte").

Fourteen-year-old Michael Meo is marvelous as Mary's cousin, and Scott Joiner is

their companion Dickon.

David Gockley is to be commended for his commitment to commissioning and for

looking to audiences of the future. "The Secret Garden'' will be performed at

Zellerbach Hall through March 10.
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(https://patch.com/california/berkeley/calendar/event/20190602/563660/albany-

jazz-big-band-spring-concert)

(https://patch.com/california/berkeley/calendar/event/20190602/568601/alameda-sing-it-yourself-messiah-

parts-ii-and-iii)

Jun 2

Alameda Sing-it-yourself Messiah! (parts II and III)

(https://patch.com/california/berkeley/calendar/event/20190602/568601/alameda-

https://patch.com/california/berkeley/calendar
https://patch.com/login?mp_redirect=node/add/calendar-item
https://patch.com/#what-is-featured-classified
https://patch.com/login?mp_redirect=node/add/classified
https://patch.com/california/berkeley/calendar/event/20190602/563660/albany-jazz-big-band-spring-concert
https://patch.com/california/berkeley/calendar/event/20190602/568601/alameda-sing-it-yourself-messiah-parts-ii-and-iii
https://patch.com/california/berkeley/calendar/event/20190602/568601/alameda-sing-it-yourself-messiah-parts-ii-and-iii


Latest News Nearby

1. % Berkeley, CA News (https://patch.com/california/berkeley)

See 5 Properties Now On The Market: PICS (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/berkeley-5-

latest-homes-hit-market)

2. % Berkeley, CA News (https://patch.com/california/berkeley)

East Bay Police Logs (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/stolen-puppy-deadly-crashes-

berkeley-east-bay-police-logs)

3. % Pinole-Hercules, CA News (https://patch.com/california/pinole-hercules)

Home Sweet Condo: California Condos and Townhouses

(https://patch.com/california/berkeley/s/gqflb/home-sweet-condo-california-condos-

townhouses)

4. % Newark, CA News (https://patch.com/california/newark)

What California Law Says About Cyberbullying

(https://patch.com/california/berkeley/s/gqfhw/menace-bullies-what-california-doing-stop-

cyberbullying)

5. % Carlsbad, CA News (https://patch.com/california/carlsbad)

20+ Gift Card Deals To Celebrate Dads & Grads (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/s/gqf9l/20-

gift-card-deals-celebrate-dads-grads)

Get Tickets Nearby )

Sona Jobarteh (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/tickets/event/3971772)

Saturday, Jun 15 at 8:00pm

Hamilton (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/tickets/event/3756091)

Saturday, Aug 10 at 7:00pm

https://patch.com/california/berkeley
https://patch.com/california/berkeley
https://patch.com/california/pinole-hercules
https://patch.com/california/newark
https://patch.com/california/carlsbad
https://patch.com/california/berkeley/berkeley-5-latest-homes-hit-market
https://patch.com/california/berkeley/stolen-puppy-deadly-crashes-berkeley-east-bay-police-logs
https://patch.com/california/berkeley/s/gqflb/home-sweet-condo-california-condos-townhouses
https://patch.com/california/berkeley/s/gqfhw/menace-bullies-what-california-doing-stop-cyberbullying
https://patch.com/california/berkeley/s/gqf9l/20-gift-card-deals-celebrate-dads-grads
https://patch.com/california/berkeley/tickets/event/3971772
https://patch.com/california/berkeley/tickets/event/3756091


Nearby Patches

Albany (https://patch.com/california/albany)

Rockridge (https://patch.com/california/rockridge)

El Cerrito (https://patch.com/california/elcerrito)

Piedmont (https://patch.com/california/piedmont)

Alameda (https://patch.com/california/alameda)

Lamorinda (https://patch.com/california/lamorinda)

View All Patches (https://patch.com/map)

Topics

Arts & Entertainment (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/arts-entertainment)

Business (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/business)

Classifieds (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/classifieds)

Community Corner (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/around-town)

Health & Fitness (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/lifestyle)

Home & Garden (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/going-green)

Jobs (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/jobs)

Kids & Family (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/kids-family)

Local Voices (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/small-business-voices)

Neighbor Posts (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/posts)

Obituaries (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/obituaries)

Personal Finance (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/personal-finance)

Pets (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/pets)

Police & Fire (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/police-fire)

Politics & Government (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/politics)

Real Estate (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/real-estate)

Restaurants & Bars (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/restaurants-bars)

Schools (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/schools)

San Francisco Opera: Christopher Moulds - Orlando

(https://patch.com/california/berkeley/tickets/event/3399056)

Sunday, Jun 09 at 2:00pm

Get Tickets Near You (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/tickets)
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Seasonal & Holidays (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/holidays)

Sports (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/sports)

Traffic & Transit (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/traffic-transit)

Travel (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/travel)

Weather (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/weather)

Corporate Info

About Patch (https://patch.com/about)

Careers (https://www.linkedin.com/company/patch-com)

Partnerships

Advertise on Patch (https://patch.com/california/berkeley/advertise-with-us)

Support

FAQs (https://patch.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/)

Contact Patch (https://patch.com/contact-us)

Community Guidelines (https://my.patch.com/info/patch-rules)

 (mailto:Berkeley@Patch.com)   (https://facebook.com/BerkeleyPatch)  

 (https://twitter.com/BerkeleyPatch)

Patch Network (https://aol.com)  Terms of Use (https://patch.com/terms)  

Privacy Policy (https://patch.com/privacy)
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